
Liliana Herrera
Editor / Reporter

     Ironwood Ridge is 17 years old and 
starting to show its age, but one student 
stepped up to make a difference. 
    Mackenzie Kester, junior, said, “I 
came up with the community work day 
because I thought it would be awesome 
to get kids involved at school. Daniel 
Casanova and I made the plans for the 
garden because he is the President of 
Club Green.”
     On Nov. 17, Kester and Casanova 
arranged for approximately 135 student 
volunteers to help clean up the campus 
from 8 a.m.-noon.
     “Mackenzie Kester thought the 
best way to improve school spirit and 
bring together students would be to 
have a community service work day to 
unite everybody in the bettering of our 

campus,” said Casanova, senior.
     Some students spent their Saturday 
morning improving the Club Green 
Garden by painting the structures. 
     Other volunteers focused on the 
wash, football field, and baseball 
field by moving rocks and picking up     
trash.
     Green Club sponsor and science 
teacher Kevin Baker oversaw the event 
and activities.
     “We had students painting Ben’s 
Bells coins to give away and others 
writing greeting cards to give out to 
veterans and the military,” said Baker.
     Casanova said he wants to keep this 
tradition going because it is a good way 
to have students appreciate their school 
and clean up after others.
     “With great success, we eagerly 
look forward to [making this] an annual 
event,” said Casanova.

Iron
Volume 16 | Issue 3                                                                                               December 2018

IronwooD rIDge HIgH scHool | oro Valley, aZ

LLQu

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     Eleven of Ironwood Ridge’s top 
senior athletes penned their names in 
ink and officially committed to various 
colleges. 
     The signing took place on campus 
on Nov. 14.
     Nathan Baez and Seth Nager both 
signed to Arizona State University, 
while Ajay Ram committed to Pima 
Community College, and Julian De 
Alva signed to Glendale Community 
College. 
     Softball signees included Jaiden 
Reid, who signed to Grand Canyon 
University and Ashley Bass, who 
committed to Western Oregon 
University.
    Also signing to play softball in 
college were Erica Baird, who signed to 
Mesa Community College, and Frankie 
Lucio and Keira Painter, who both 
committed to Midland University. 
     Ashley Bass said, “Signing was 

scary, but relieving, because it finally 
set in that I get to go to college for the 
sport I love and all the hard work has 
finally paid off. 
     “The one thing that I’m excited for 
is the special bond all of the players 
have. I’m excited to join my new 
family on the field,” continued  Bass.
     In swimming, Hannah Houlton 
signed to California Baptist University, 
and Haley Mayhew committed to 
Oregon State University. 
     “I am super excited to be going to 
Oregon State University to swim, and 
I am looking forward to becoming a 
beaver,” said Mayhew.
     In golf, Allison Acosta signed to 
Chadron State University. 
     Katie Birtcil committed to New 
Mexico State University for volleyball, 
and Courtney Ely signed to play 
volleyball at Pima Community College. 
     “I’m really excited to play 
volleyball at the next level, and I can’t 
wait to see what my future at Pima has 
in store for me,” said Ely.

Photo by Tony Jacobsen
Nov. 14 was an important day for some of Ironwood Ridge’s top senior athletes. Eleven student 
athletes officially committed to playing their sport at the college level. 

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter 

     Cheating. 
     Most every student will admit to 
doing it at some point over the course 
of their educational career. 
     What constitutes cheating exactly? 
     “[Cheating is to] act dishonestly or 
unfairly in order to gain an advantage, 
especially in a game or examination,” 
according to Google Dictionary. 
     Others say that cheating is identical 
to plagiarism -- taking other’s thoughts 
or ideas and taking credit for them. 
     In all cases, cheating is wrong. Yet, 
people do it, but at what cost?
     In this day and age, students have a 
lot to lose. Their phone, car, and social 
privileges are often used as incentives 
by parents to motivate their children to 
do better in school. 
     Sports are also very dependant on 
grades, requiring grades in all classes 
to be above a 2.0 GPA, without any 
failing grades in order to play.
     With all of these consequences, 
it’s no surprise that students today are 
willing to borrow a friend’s assignment 
or information off the internet in order 
to keep their world and phone intact. 
     “One out of three high school 
students admitted that they used the 
Internet to plagiarize an assignment,” 
according to Plagiarism.org. 
     While that is a national statistic, 
schools the Amphi District takes 

academic integrity very seriously. 
     The Amphitheater School District’s 
Code of Conduct lists “Academic 
Dishonesty (Lying, Cheating, Forgery, 
or Plagiarism)” as number six on page 
11, under specific behaviors that the 
code prohibits. 
     All incidents listed for cheating, 
forgery, lying, or plagiarism could 
result in suspension, and in more 
serious cases, expulsion. 
     Whether the pressures come down 
on students from parents, sports, 
colleges, or just self-worth, grades are 
a big deal. 
     “It’s not even just pressure from 
school and the people; a lot of parents 
put an insane amount of pressure on 
their kids, or none at all. Teachers also 
don’t seem to take into account that you 
have other classes or activities outside 
of school. Kids end up overwhelmed 
and desperate,” said sophomore Lilly 
Lay.
     Not only do grades reflect who 
students are to colleges, they also seem 
to define students to themselves on a 
more personal level. 
     Cheating can, without school-issued 
discipline or consequence, get a student 
successfully through school, but only 
with transitory benefits. Look at it this 
way-- school is about education. 
     If a student is merely focused on 
a grade to get through high school or 
college, they might not really retain the 
information long-term.  

     “It’s very prevalent,” said math 
teacher Ann Wentworth about cheating 
on campus.“It honestly saddens me 
because cheating means the student 
isn’t doing work, which really 
means that they lack confidence and 
respect and trust for themselves. I, 
personally, have been seeing cheating 
on days when I give homework or         
quizzes.”
     Wentworth shared how she identifies 
cheating in her classroom.
     “Two people will do the same thing 
the same way, and I know they used 

each other’s work because I hadn’t 
even taught it like that before in the 
first place,” Wentworth said.
     Cheating can make the life of a 
student harder in the long run.
     “I think the biggest thing about 
cheating is that it breaks trust between 
a student and teacher,” said Stephanie 
Levy, school counselor. 
     Levy has advice for students.
     “Do your own work, and rebuild 
that trust in order to convince your 
teacher. It is possible. It’s just more 
work,” said Levy. 

Photo by Jordan Good
A student uses his phone to copy math homework from a friend. Some students use their phones 
as a way to cheat by sending pictures of assignments to classmates via messenger and social   
media platforms. Technology makes the sharing of information very easy as taking screenshots 
is simple and nearly everyone has a phone.

Cheating on the rise, near epidemic proportions

College bound athletes Student volunteers work 
to improve campus, 

promote school spirit

Photo by Matt Munger
Students gave up four hours on an early Saturday morning to unite with other Nighthawks to 
clean up and make upgrades on their school which opened in 2001.
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Policy Statement

 Published six times a year, 
the student newspaper 

of Ironwood Ridge High 
School is a public forum, with 
its student editorial board 
making all decisions concern-
ing its contents.      

 Unsigned editorials express 
the views of the 

majority of the editorial 
board and not necessarily that 
of administration.

 Letters to the editor are wel-
comed and will be 

published as space allows. 
Letters must be signed, 

although the staff may with-
hold the name on request. The 
paper also reserves the right 
to edit letters for grammar and 
clarity.

 All the letters are subject 
to laws governing obscenity, 
libel, privacy and disruption of 
the school process, as are all 
contents of the paper.

  Opinions in letters do not 
necessarily represent those 
of the staff, nor should an 
opinion expressed in a public 
forum, be constructed as the 
opinion or policy of the admin-
istration, unless so attributed. 

All letters should be deliv-
ered to the Journalism mailbox 
in the administration building 
or dropped off at room E103 
during the school day.

    My whole life, I’ve struggled 
with balance. Balancing school with 
socializing, motivation with indolence, 
salad with chips -- you get the idea. 
     One always wins, outweighing 
the other, everything else turning to 
virtually nothing.  
     I have an addictive personality, 
no doubt, and eventually, I abandon 
whatever I was so focused on before. 
     This constant cycle of almost bipolar 
interest and disinterest is both mentally 
and physically exhausting. 
     I truly believe that the holidays help 
with putting things into perspective. 
     Seeing family, friends, and just 
feeling the warmth around you makes 
you appreciate where you come from 
and, honestly, dulls irrelevant things 
around you. 
     My advice is to stay grounded, 
especially during this season, and to 
enjoy the company around you. The 
human brain is wired to run wild, 
constantly overthinking. Sit back, take 
a breath, and reflect on who you are and 
why you’re thankful. 
     Trust me-- it helps. From a young 
age, I knew I had it made. 
     My family showered me with love, 
support, and praise. With this, came an 
internal confidence that sometimes, I 
wish I didn’t have. 
     Consequently, I’ve become very used 
to ‘winging it,’ and putting minimal 
effort into schoolwork and anything else 
I knew I could do well with.
     When I do happen to have a social 
problem, school work seems irrelevant, 
and one hundred percent of my energy 
goes into resolving my issue. When I 
see my grades are beginning to slip, I 
abandon the only people in the world I 
care about.
     Additionally, being a standout, I 
know the struggles of insecurities and 
how fragile self confidence really is. I 
can’t even emphasize how many times 
I’ve had thoughts like: What do they 
think? Do I look okay? What if I’m not 
good enough? 
     These are daily struggles I know for 
a fact I am not alone in dealing with. 
On off days, even walking from class to 
class can be difficult, but these moods 
do pass.
     Being a high schooler comes with 
many different problems and struggles 
for countless reasons, and they can 
make you feel all alone.
     This season, ground yourself, and 
reflect upon and appreciate yourself, as 
well as those around you. 
     I hope as 2018 comes to an end, you 
can find comfort and balance in these 
joyful, yet excruciating, times. Kidding 
(but not really).
     Wherever you are in your life, the 
holiday season is the perfect time to 
cozy up to family and reset yourself.
     The two week winter break allows 
for a decompressive opportunity, as 
well as the upcoming new year, which 
in most cases, spreads not only more 
motivated, but positive vibes as well. 
     Balance. 
     We all struggle with it, but trust me, 
we all need this.

Iron Quill Staff

Winter Formal Preview

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

November 8 
Two vehicles collided in the 
student parking lot. Information 
was exchanged afterwards. 

November 8
A sophomore was arrested for 
the possession of a drug while 
leaving the bathroom.

November 9 
A sophomore was suspected to be 
under the influence. 

November 21 
A student was arrested for 
unlawful possession of a drug. 
Parents were informed, and the 
school handed discipline.

November 30 
Indecent exposure on an Amphi 
School bus was reported. School 
Administration took part in the 
investigation. Allegations were 
determined to be false.

December 6 
Suspicious activity was reported 
in reference to unusual writings 
by a student. No validity was 
determined with the writings. 
School administration led the 
investigation.

December 6 
A suspicious vehicle was located 
near Ironwood Ridge High 
School. All occupants were 
spoken to. No association with 
the school was noted.

Police Beat

Student donations impact community

Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

     The food drive has ended with a 
collection of 6,706 cans. 
     StuGo ran the annual food drive 
from Oct. 15- Nov. 19 with donations 
accepted through English classes.
     This year, all three Amphi schools 
(IRHS, CDO, and Amphi) came 
together to collect for the food drive. 
     Ironwood collected the most amount 
of cans with CDO in second place. 
    Student Body Secretary Courtney 
Buckwalter, senior, said that StuGo 
took a great deal of pride in collecting 
non-perishiable foods because of the 
tremendous impact it made on families 

at Ironwood and in the Amphi District.
     StuGo chose Amphi families to 
receive the donations as this was a new 
organization this year. They wanted to 
help out people close to home. 
     The food was divided into 
Thanksgiving boxes and included 
vegetables, potatoes, sauce, and jam.   
     Food drive boxes were also in the 
main offices in all of the Amphi schools.
     Although IRHS didn’t donate as 
many cans as last year, StuGo hopes to 
collect more next year. 
     “It’s good we do this charity; it gives 
everyone a good feeling that they did 
something good for the community,” 
said sophomore Lily Rogers, who is in 
Rouille’s English class. 

Jordan Good
Co Editor-in-Chief

Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter

    On Jan. 12, students will experience 
a ‘Night of Lights” at the Tucson 
Convention Center (TCC). 
     Winter Formal will be held at the 
Leo Rich Theater, and members of 
StuGo will decorate the venue with 
lights of every kind. 
     Tickets went on sale Nov. 26 for $40 
each. The ticket price will increase by 
$5 each week until sales end on Jan 9. 
     Students of every class are buzzing 
with anticipation as this year’s Winter 
Formal comes closer. 
     “It’s my first year going. I’m going 
with all my friends, and I’m excited to 
go this year since I didn’t go last year,” 
said sophomore Joshua Logan. 
     It’s time to get dressed up, dance, 
and enjoy a night of lights.

Photo by Aubrey Pettitt
Winter formal is a special dance as every 
student, whether they are a senior or 
a freshman, is invited to dress up and       
attend. The invitation advertises the 
theme and includes information about the 
event, including a reminder that there is 
$7 charge for parking.

Photo by Doreen Rouille
Students in Doreen Rouille’s sixth period English class stand with the approximately 3,500 
cans of food collected during the food drive. Rouille’s class has won the friendly competition 
between English classes for the past four years. 
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Students honor Veteran’s 
at annual assembly

Tips to prepare for next week’s fi nals
Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     ‘Tis the season… for fi nals. Get 
geared up with these tips!

A Healthy Diet
     You’ve probably heard this a million 
times -- eat well. While it might be hard, 
or even impossible to meal prep or eat 
breakfast every day, a consistent diet is 
key to retaining information. Why? It’s 
quite simple really. 
     Your brain uses around 20% of your 
body’s energy, according to Scientifi c 
American, so having it properly fueled 
is a necessity to anyone who wants to 
get their grades up. 
    Not to mention that a healthy diet 
makes you feel better, and thus, more 
focused.
A Good (Consistent) Sleep Schedule

     Temptation is no joke. 
     It’s 10:30 p.m. You’re getting ready 
to drift to sleep when *ding* your bestie 
posts a picture on Instagram with a new 
person of interest. Who’s this? You tap 
on his profi le, only to realize they’re not 
even following each other? 

     Your research continues until BAM, 
it’s 3 a.m., and you have to wake up in 
three hours. Sleep is natural; a necessity. 
Social Media-stalking isn’t. 
     Make sure to get a good night’s sleep 
in order to be successful at school. 
    If this seems unrealistic, there are 
basic ways to create a plan for healthy 
sleep, such as,“stick with your plan, 
give yourself enough time for adequate 
sleep, [and] don’t vary by more than 
one hour on weekends,”  according to 
Amerisleep.com. 
     The site also suggests refraining from 
“naps longer than 20-30 minutes” and to 
“limit caff eine after lunch [and] create a 
relaxing night time routine.”

A Place to Study
     Don’t study where you sleep. 
     If you do, you either won’t sleep or 
won’t actually retain anything you’re 
trying to remember. The body and brain 
work together, and by nature, associate 
location with proper actions. 
     Therefore, studying in the same 
place you sleep does more harm than 
good and is contradictory to how your 
body and brain naturally react to their 

surroundings. 
     Use a desk or at least 
somewhere consistent, free 
of distractions, and watch 
your grades soar.
Put Your Phone Down
     I know what you’re 
thinking: “My phone is 
helping me study.” 
     You don’t want to admit 
that your phone is actually 
distracting you, but hear me 
out. 
     The consistent 
notifi cations and bright 
colors phone are designed 
to grab your attention -- and 
keep it. 
     “The blue light emitted 
by screens on cell phones, 
computers, tablets, and 
televisions restrain the 
production of melatonin, the 
hormone that controls your 
sleep/wake cycle or circadian 
rhythm,” according to Sleep.
org.
     Many people turn to music to focus, 

and that’s good. However, refraining 
from your phone, however hard it may 
be, will benefi t you in the long run. 

Photo Courtesy of CollegeVine.com
Studying is a vital part of success for every student’s      
success -- both in and out of the classroom. Diet, sleep, 
study spaces, and phone usage can either make or break 
study success. 

Photo by Matt Munger
Many staff  members were nominated for acts of kindness around the campus of the 
school. However, Becky Chambers, chemistry teacher, and Tracy Fowler, bookstore 
clerk, (not pictured) were the two people chosen as the most kind during November.

Photo by Anabelle Coleman
Students rise with respect as the Ironwood JROTC presents the colors. Following the posting of 
the colors, the National Anthem was sung by the school’s choir.

Alorah Losano
Beginning Staff 

     The annual Veteran’s Assembly was 
held on Nov. 9 in the auditorium. 
     While the assembly was a voluntary 
one, teachers fi lled the auditorium to 
capacity with their classes to honor and 
remember veterans who have served and 
continue to serve.
     The purpose of the Veteran’s 
Heritage Project (VHP) is to interview 
and document veteran’s stories and 
archive them in the Library of Congress. 
     With the help of their club sponsor 
Nicole Blanchard, students organized 
the assembly and hosted a luncheon for 
all veterans in attendance. 
     During the assembly, members 
of VHP spoke in front of the student 
body, including seniors Joanna Mona, 
Alex Fonseca, and Jonathan Pitts, and 
sophomores Reagan Blanchard and 
Mariah Joseph. 
     Some of the veterans who attended 
the assembly were interviewed by the 
Veteran’s Heritage Project and others 
were Nighthawks. 
     Veterans who work at Ironwood 
include Assistant Principal Brent 
Spencer math teachers Glenn Linton 
and John Burnham, special education 
teacher Tonya Sigl, school security 
offi  cer Derrick Johnson, physics teacher 

Frank Wolf, band teacher Mark Hodge 
and student teacher Neil Fulks. 
     Joanna Mona, President of VHP, has 
enjoyed this event for the past four years.
     Mona said, “I like VHP because I 
am introduced to the most admirable 
people in our country, and I have the 
opportunity to listen to their stories.”  
     Students left the assembly 
feeling inspired and grateful for the 
opportunities these veterans have given 
to students. 
     “I love the Veteran’s Day Assembly 
because it always opens up my eyes to 
see the many sacrifi ces made for us all,” 
said sophomore Julia Williams.
     Students enjoyed this assembly, 
which included guest speakers.
     One speaker was Steve Didio, 
Commander of the American Legion 
Post 132, who gave a heartwarming 
speech that inspired students to not only 
thank a veteran on Veteran’s Day, but 
every day. 
     Blanchard said, “The Veteran’s 
Assembly is a chance for our students 
to honor and pay tribute to those who 
have sacrifi ced so much and a chance 
to invite veterans that have been 
interviewed by students.   
    “Connecting veterans and students 
brings special meaning to what service 
to country is all about,” continued 
Blanchard.

Ben’s Bells Nov. Recipients 

Consider joining the Independent Electrical 
Contractor’s Apprenticeship Program. 

Classes start every August.  
Learn a career that allows you to do 

work you can be proud of.  

Thinking about your future?  

Call Nicky at (520) 795-9473 
Tuesday – Thursday, 9am-5pm for more info.  

GO NIGHTHAWKS!!!  
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Activities to 
increase 

holiday spirit 

Let the holiday baking begin

Naseem Rezaei
Editor/ Reporter

     It’s that time of year again: Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Hanukkah, and the most important of them all, 
Black Friday. 
     Every year, on the Friday after Thanksgiving, our nation 
exercises like crazy as they run inside of Target to get a 12-
pack of hand sanitizer and a large screen TV, before racing off 
to Best Buy to buy 16 cheap DVDs and to then the mall for 
everything else. 
     Everyone wants a good deal.
    Some stores actually open on Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving! 
     Violators include Ulta, Target, Michaels JC Penny, and 
Walmart. 
     As if everyone will drop their turkey drum sticks and 
mashed potatoes to tackle people for a flat screen. 
     Apparently they do. I see them on the news.
      Apparently Black Friday may not be the best time for 
the best deals. According to BBC News, prices drop in some 
stores after Halloween when people least expect it. But hey, 
people are too busy taking down their Halloween decorations 
to notice. 
     Some stores, such as Amazon, go all in for Cyber Monday. 
     This is the day for all of the people who are too lazy for 
Black Friday go on their computers and rack up purchases on 
their credit cards.
     Because if it isn’t from Amazon, it better not be from 
Ebay. With the hype of new deals coming in, some people in 
the stores can be agressive. 

     According to BBC News, the anticipation and excitement 
of hot deals cause people to get into a frenzy. But should this 
excitement cause aggression?
     When I first went Black Friday shopping, my family and I 
went to Kohls. What could possible go wrong? Well, the line 
to the cashier was around the whole store. 
     Kohls is big store. 
     We waited for an hour just to get to the cashier. From that 
moment on, I swore to never do it again.
      But yet every year, people do this. People wait in these 
ridiculous lines just to get things for a good price.
      Not only do people wait in these lines, but they stay up 
all night just to get these deals. I guess Starbucks has their 
work cut out for them, giving shoppers one heck of a caffeine 
boost. The lines for Starbucks are even longer than the 
cramming lines for the stores.
     How far do people go for getting want they want on Black 
Friday? 
     According to the website blackfridaydeathcount.com, 
the amount of deaths in the past seven years is 10, while the 
amount of injured people is up to 111; the majority of these 
injuries come from pepper spray attacks. 
      This shows just how far people go for this crazy day that 
we claim is fun. 
     At this rate, it should be considered an olympic sport based 
on how insane everyone gets. 
     Remember kids, the next time you open up a present, 
remember what your parents went through: crazy lines, 
caffeine rush, beating people up, and having the thrill of 
getting a TV and a twelve pack of hand sanitizer.

Humor Me: And so passes another year of revved up, 
insane behavior to ensure best possible purchases for loved ones 

Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter 

Snowfall at La Encantada 
     As we know, white Christmases in 
Arizona are a rare, if ever, occasion. 
     La Encantada on Skyline presents 
“Enchanted Snowfall,” an all-time 
favorite event for the holidays. 
     Complete with a 28-foot Christmas 
tree in the courtyard, the snow fall is 
free and can be enjoyed during two 
scheduled shows every Friday and Sat-
urday evening at 6 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. 
until Dec. 22. 
     Last minute shopping and hot choco-
late at A.J.’s Fine Foods is a great way 
to warm up after the fun. 

Winter Haven 
Festival of Lights 

     The extravagant lights of a midtown 
neighborhood in Tucson have attracted 
hundreds of people every year. 
     This year, they celebrate the 69th 
anniversary of beautifully lit houses and 
some of the most unique and creative 
decorations on display. 
     Visitors can enjoy the lights as they 
walk through the neighborhood, take a 
hayride wagon or a bus trolley, or enjoy 
a pedal-powered group bike. 
     Walk-through nights are every eve-
ning through Christmas from 6-10 p.m.
     Dec. 26 is the drive through night of 
Winterhaven, and it is the final night.
     Admission is free, but donations for 
the Food Bank are appreciated.

Reid Park Zoo Lights
     Family, hot chocolate and twinkling 
lights are presented by Tucson Electric 
Power for the enjoyment of everyone, 
young and old.
     The zoo animals are taken off display 
during these nights, which run through 
Dec. 30.
     Throughout the night, people can 
enjoy pictures with Santa, live music, 
s’mores and thousands of lights and 
lighted displays.   
     Admission is $10 for adults and $6 
for children ages 2-14.

Downtown Tucson Parade 
of Lights and Festival

     Celebrate the holiday season at this 
event’s 24th year on Dec. 15. 
     Attendees can expect colorful floats, 
Ballet Folklorico dancers, marching 
mariachis and even parading puppies. 
     The parade is adjacent to a festival 
in Jácome Plaza where there will be live 
entertainment, a variety of food from 
local vendors, and snow. 
     The parade will start at the intersec-
tion of Church and Alameda through the 
core of downtown, weaving through the 
illuminated trees and buildings.
     Admission is free for everyone.

Magic of Christmas: 
Symphony Orchestra 

Holiday Special
     Every December, the Tucson Sym-
phony Orchestra puts on a holiday 
spectacular at the Tucson Music Hall in 
downtown Tucson. 
     You’ll be sure to hear all of your    
favorite holiday songs, see U of A’s     
remarkable dancers perform excerpts 
from the Nutcracker and sing along with 
all the classic carols.
     The forecast calls for even more 
snow as the end of the show nears. 
     Santa Claus himself is expected to 
make an appearance regardless if you've 
been naughty or nice. For admission 
prices, visit tucsonmusichall.org.  

Naseem Rezaei
Editor/ Reporter

Not Your 
Ordinary 

Sweet Potato 
Pie

Filling
* 4 large sweet potatoes
* A 6oz can sweetened condensed milk
* 2 eggs
* A 14oz can evaporated milk
* 2 tsp cinnamon
* 1 tsp nutmeg
* ½ tsp salt
* ¼ tsp cayenne pepper 
Crust
* 2 sticks of chilled cubed salted butter
* ½ cup ice water
* 3 cups flour
* 1 egg plus 1 tsp water for egg wash
Equipment
* Pie pan, Bowl, Plastic Wrap
* Parchment paper, crinkled
* 2 cups dried beans

Pie Crust
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Combine cold butter with the flour
3. Quickly crumble and mix ingredients 
between fingers to ensure they’re 
incorporated.
4. Slowly add in ice water, mixing until 
a ball is formed.
5. After all ingredients are fully 
incorporated, IMMEDIATELY cover 
the dough in plastic wrap and place in 
fridge to chill for 30 minutes.
6. Once chilled, sprinkle flour on rolling 
pin and on work surface and roll until 
length is longer than the pan and is 1/8 
inch thick. 
7. Carefully place dough onto the pie 
pan and press dough onto the sides to 
ensure it will stick.
8. Take a piece of crinkled parchment 
paper and place it on top of the crust. 
Place the dried beans on top of the 
parchment to act as a weight. This will 
keep the crust from puffing up while 
cooking in the oven.
9. Bake for 15 minutes, then gently take 
beans and parchment paper out. 

10. Continue baking pie crust for an 
additional 15 minutes or until the 
corners and bottom are golden brown. 
11. Take out of the oven and let it cool.
Sweet Potato Filling
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
2. Prick sweet potatoes with fork to 
ensure they won’t explode in oven. 
3. Cover in olive oil and bake for 45 
minutes to an hour or until a fork goes 
smoothly in. 
4. Cool for half an hour.
5. Place the sweetened condensed 
milk, evaporated milk, eggs, peeled 
sweet potatoes, cinnamon, nutmeg, 
and salt into a blender and blend until 
completely smooth. If it seems grainy, 
keep blending.
6. Once mixture is blended, place the 
mixture into the pie crust.
7. Bake for 30 minutes
8. After 30 minutes, lower the 
temperature to 350 degrees and cook for 
20 minutes until the middle of the filling 
is firm but slightly jiggles.
9. Take out of oven and cool for 30 
minutes, then refrigerate. Enjoy :)

Heavenly Fudge
Ingredients
* 2-16 oz. cans sweetened 
condensed milk
* 1 stick butter
* 2 cups semi-sweet 
chocolate chips
Equipment
* Pot
* Wooden spoon
* Parchment paper
* 8 X 5 inch baking pan

Steps for the Fudge
1. Combine the sweetened condensed milk and semi-sweet 
chocolate chips over a low heat on the stove until fully 
incorporated. Make sure this doesn’t go over a boil. 
2. Once melted together, remove from heat. Don’t let it cool.
3. Slowly add in butter, one tablespoon at a time, mixing after 
each one has been added in.
4. Place parchment paper in the baking pan, and slowly add 
the mixture to the pan. Let it cool in the fridge overnight. This 
is the step where you can add your own toppings to the fudge 
before placing it in the fridge. Let fudge chill overnight.
5. Take fudge out and cut into square pieces.
6. Serve, and enjoy.

Dear Iris, 

     The gift I want this year is really, really expensive, 
and I don’t want my parents to spend that much money 
on   me. 
     I don’t want them to feel like I only care about      
presents and what I get. 
     Do I just forget that one gift and ask for something 
more affordable? Or do I ask for the expensive item and 
not ask for anything else? 
     I feel badly asking for something knowing it’s so     
expensive which might put pressure on my family to buy 
it for me. 

Sincerely,
Wrapped Up In Stress

Dear Wrapped Up In Stress,

     This season brings out the stress in everyone, and it is 
nice you are thinking about your family’s finances.
     However, I think you should keep your dream gift on 
your list. 
     Your parents will try to make your present happen if 
they can, but be sure to add a few other ideas that aren’t 
too expensive to give them more options when shopping. 
     Just remember that it is the holiday season, and it isn’t 
all about gifts. 
     It’s about getting closer with the ones you love and 
having a good time. 

Sincerly,
Iris
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Holiday classics, hot chocolate 
-- just what the season calls for
Liliana Herrera / Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer 
(1964)

     Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer 
is a classic movie 
not only because it 
reflects difficulties 
in life, but it also shows how there 
are always those who will accept you 
regardless of your differences. Who 
could imagine Christmas without this 
amazing soundtrack?

The Nightmare 
Before Christmas 
(1993)

     The Nightmare 
Before Christmas is 
a classic Tim Burton 
film with a twist on 
the tradition. 

     It is an amazing movie because of its 
holly jolly Halloween / Christmas spirit. 
Join Jack Skellington, Sally, Zero, and 
the rest for a rollercoaster ride through 
the holidays.

Frosty the 
Snowman 
(1969)

     Frosty the 
Snowman is about the 
magic of Christmas 
snow and friendship. 
It’s the time of year 
when children, who didn’t grow up in 
the desert, can remember building a 
snowman and believing it could come 
alive and brighten up their whole 
Christmas!

A Charlie Brown 
Christmas (1965)

     Christmas 
wouldn’t be complete 
without A Charlie 
Brown Christmas. 
Visit the Snoopy 
gang and understand 

what people mean when they say, “It’s a 
Charlie Brown Christmas tree.” 

Elf 
(2003) 

     “The best way to 
spread Christmas 
cheer is singing loud 
for all to hear.” Of 
course it is! 
     Elf, starring 

Will Ferrell, is a classic movie about 
recognizing the important people in 
your life and enjoying the journey on 
your way. 

Die Hard
(1988)

     Okay, so maybe 
it’s not officially a 
Christmas movie, 
but yippee-ki-yay, if 
you want an action 
movie perfect for 
the holidays, this is it. John McClane 
and Hans Gruber (the future Professor 
Snape) put a little action in your 
holiday; you will never look at broken 
glass the same way again.

Home Alone 
(1990)

     Remember when 
your biggest fear 
was being forgotten 
by your parents? 
     Kevin lived that 
nightmare for us. 

     Of course nothing screams Christmas 
like being stuck home alone and 
creating traps and mischief for burglers. 
Enjoy this movie and its four (four! 
sequels).

The Santa 
Clause 
(1994)

     The Santa 
Clause, otherwise 
known as a tale 
of an festive, 
accidental murder. 
     When Scott 
accidentaly kills Santa, he is transported 
to the North Pole and is told he has to 
be Santa for the next year. 
     This movie will make the whole 
family laugh and enjoy the holidays.

The Polar 
Express 
(2004)

     This ultimate 
classic will 
definitely bring you 
back to elementary 
school. 
     With the cute story line and 
characters, this story about how the little 
boy got on the train and got a happy 
adventure will be sure to melt your heart 
again. 
     Don’t forget your bell and hot cocoa.

National  
Lampoon’s  
Christmas  
Vacation 
(1989)

Electricuted by a 
Christmas lights. 
Check. Police 

arriving at the house at Christmas. 
Check. Family visiting? Check. 
     Yep, it’s Christmas with the 
Griswolds. 
     Clark Griswold makes our stomachs 
hurt, and we can’t get enough. 
     Lindsay Buckingham’s Holiday 
Road is our kind of Christmas song!

How the 
Grinch Stole 
Christmas 
(1966)

     This is the one 
about little Sally 
Who, who was not 
more than two, and 
how the Grinch carved the roast beast. 
    This one is the classic -- before all the 
terrible remakes.

It’s a 
Wonderful Life 
(1946)

     It’s a wonderful 
day to sit down with 
your family and 
watch this black and 
white classic all the 
adults rave about. 

This one is sure to bring you tears and 
make you grateful. 

Take a quiz to measure your holiday spirit 
Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter
It’s the holiday season. Are you a 
Santa Claus or a Grinch?
In your free time, you enjoy:
a. Studying
b. Hanging out with friends.
c. Doing arts and crafts
d. Sitting alone in your room, browsing 
social media
When do you get out your holiday 
decorations?
a. When the clock strikes midnight on 
November 1st. 
b. After Thanksgiving; it’s my exercise
C. Never, it’s too much work
D. I have them up year-round
Your feelings on Christmas music:
a. I love it! All day, EVERYday 
b. It’s okay, just not all the time
c. Fine as long as it’s after Thanksgiving
d. Hate it! Hate it! Hate it!
How many Christmas movies do you 
watch on the daily?
a. One. Um, two. Okay more like 20. 
Thank you Hallmark and Netflix.

b. I guess only the classics.
c. I hate Christmas movies.
d. Does Charlie Brown count?

Homemade or store bought presents? 
a. I always go with the homemade kind.
b. Nothing beats the stuff from Walmart
c. It depends
d. I don’t buy presents for others.
Where are you on Christmas Day?
a. With my family.
b. Alone watching horror movies.
c. Eating, eating, and more eating
d. Watching The Grinch.
White Christmas or Desert 
Christmas?
a. SNOW all of the way.
b. Love having the Christmas cactus
c. Why not both?
d. Can we be done now?
Mostly A’s
ULTIMATE SANTA CLAUS
You are a legit Clause. You have 
Christmas decorations on timers and 
have everything up before most have 
their spooky Halloween boxed up. Your 
spirit of the holidays cheer up everyone 

around you. Happy Christmas! 
Mostly B’s 
SANTA CLAUS INTERN
If your goal is to spread Chistmas 
cheer, you are almost there. Your 
love for Christmas is well known and 
acknowledged. Wrap another present, 
bake another dozen cookies, buy 
another pair of Christmas socks, and 
keep up the merry work!      
Mostly C’s
ON THE VERGE GRINCH 
You’re almost there, Grinchy-poo. 
From the sassy attitude to not putting 
up decorations, you are *this close* 
to claiming the crown. Remember, the 
season is only 25 days long. Have a 
Happy (not happy) Christmas! 
Mostly D’s 
ULTIMATE GRINCH
You’re a mean one, Mr. Grinch. The 
holiday’s put you in the mood where 
you wish that Christmas would be over 
already. But being the grinch does have 
its own perks to it. For example, you 
won›t be spending much money for 
winter decorations. 

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     In need of holiday gift ideas? 
You’re in luck. Here are five of 
the most sought after gifts on 
nearly everyone’s list. 

Gucci Belt
     Gucci gang, Gucci gang, Gucci 
Belt. In a world of social media, 
people are constantly influenced by 
the biggest stars on the planet.    

     Kendall Jenner, 21 Savage, 
Chance the Rapper, Vanessa 
Hudgens, and Lil Pump are only a 
few big names to sport the style this 
year. Gucci belts are on the market 
for $450.

Clothes
     Forever 21, Urban 
Outfitters, PacSun, 
Hollister, and 
Lululemon provide 
the top comfort and 
street fashion for 
high schoolers. 
     The holiday 

season is here, and clothes are the 
perfect gift to give or receive. 
     Clothing is one of many ways to 
express yourself, and why not share?

AirPods 
     Released in 
December 2016, Apple 
Airpods have risen to 
the top of everyone’s 
Christmas Wish List. 
     Approximately 25 
million AirPods have been sold to 
date. They will set you back $159, 
but honestly, isn’t that a fair price for 
convenient listening?

Trendy Shoes
   Nike. Adidas. Vans.
   Each of these 
companies has made 
a fortune off of teens 
everywhere for years.
   Retail websites and 

apps such as GOAT, improve 
convenience for the company and 
customer. 
     Hypebeasts everywhere drool at 
the thought of designer shoes like 
Yeezys or Nike’s Air Force 1 line.

Reversible Sequin Pillows
      Satisfying posts have blown up 
Instagram for all of the 2018 season, 
and it’s no question why. 
     You know you do it. You’re 
casually strolling through 
Target when a colorful 
shimmer catches the 
corner of your eye. 
     You realize your 
mom is occupied with 
her phone, scanning 
every item for the best 
price, so you sneak away to feel the 
pillow. It’s exhilarating. 
     Don’t worry; this Christmas, ask 
for your very own, from $15- $30.

Hottest 
gifts this  
season
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Starting lineup looks forward to outstanding season
Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

     The varsity bas-
ketball team played 
in the Salpointe Tip 
Off and had wins 
against Desert View, 
74-46, and Sahua-
rita, 71-58, but lost 
to Salpointe, 97-37. 
     They also 
claimed a win 
against Rincon / 
University, with 
buzzer beater.
     “As a whole, our 
team has made ma-
jor improvements, 
from mentality to 
physicality, and it 
will only get better 
from here. Ironwood 
basketball in the past 
has been non exis-
tent, but big changes 
are coming,” said 
Trey Cox, junior. 
     LeSean Marks, 
who also coaches 
track, started coach-
ing the team this 
season.
     “The best teams 
have chemistry. 
They communicate 
and sacrifice per-
sonal glory for the 
common goal, which 
is what our team is 
about,” said junior 
Kolby Lanthrop.

Personal goals? 
“To get to the 
playoffs.”
Most proud of? 
“Competiting against 
teams we’ve been 
playing.”
How long have you 
been on the team? 
“Four years.” 
Why did you join 
the team? “I love the 
game of basketball.”
Best memory?
“Going to California 
for a Christmas 
tournament.”
Thoughts on the 
season? “I think we 
are playing good and 
just need to put some 
things together to start 
winning.”

Rian Palma
Senior
Guard

Personal goals? 
“My personal goals 
are to get to the 
playoffs.”
Most proud of? 
“I’m most proud 
of my guys on my 
team.”
How long have you 
been on the team? 
“Since freshman 
year.”
Why did you join 
the team? “I love the 
sport of basketball.”
Best memory? “Best 
memory is chilling 
with the boys.”
Thoughts on the 
season?  
“I think the season 
has been pretty good 
so far.”

Joel Chism
Senior

Power Forward
 Personal goals?
“To give one hundred 
percent every game.”
Most proud of? 
“The progress our 
team had from last 
season.”
Best memory? 
“Hitting the buzzer 
beater to beat Rincon. 
The atmosphere was 
amazing, and I will 
never forget it.”
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“This season has been 
a roller coaster of 
emotions already, but 
having the opportu-
nity to compete this 
year compared to last 
year really shows our 
growth.”

Trey Cox
Junior

Point/Shooting Guard

Most proud of?
“How much better 
we have gotten.”
How long have you 
been playing?
“I’ve played since 
freshman year, but 
I’ve been on varsity 
for two years.”
Why did you join 
the team?
“I enjoy playing 
basketball.” 
Best memory? 
“When Trey hit the 
game winner against 
Rincon.” 
Thoughts on the 
season?
“We are a lot better 
than last year and  
will keep getting    
better.”

Erik Cochran
Junior

Small Forward
Personal goals?
“My personal goal    
is to make 
playoffs.”
Most proud of?
“Being a starter my 
junior year.”
How long have you 
been on the team? 
“This is my second 
year on varsity.”
Best memory?
“My best memory is 
the buzzer 
beater against 
Rincon.”
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“We are getting better 
everyday.”
Toughest 
Competition? 
“Salpointe.”

Ryan Drescher
Junior

Forward
Personal goals?
“Getting a D1 
scholarship.”
Most proud of? 
“Being a three-year 
varsity player.”
Why did you join 
the team? 
“I’ve played 
basketball my 
whole life.”
Best memory? 
“Trey Cox hitting 
the game 
winner against 
Rincon.”
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“We are for sure 
getting better as a 
team, and it’s going 
to be a good rest of 
the year.”

Kolby Lathrop
Junior

Small Forward

Friendship, practice, hard work define this year’s varsity team
Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

     It may be early 
in the season, but 
the girl’s basketball 
team looks strong 
and has all the right 
ingredients to play 
well and finish 
strong. 
     Like any good 
team, they have their 
eye on the prize -- 
playing in the State 
championship. This 
year’s team might 
see all their dreams 
come true.
     So far, the team 
has enjoyed a 9-1 
game winning 
streak.
     “The season has 
been very succes-
ful,” said Caroline 
Finster, who has 
been on varsity for 
four years,      
     The varsity team 
has been to the State 
playoffs for three 
consecutive years 
and hope to go again.
     “We hope to 
keep up the tempo 
in playing hard and 
practing as much as 
we can,” said senior 
Alex Perez, who has 
been on team for 
four years. 

What are you 
looking forward 
to the most?
“I am looking forward 
to playing with my 
good friends.”

Favorite motto? 
“You get what you 
give.” 

How did you pre-
pare for this season?
“Getting into shape 
and practicing all of 
the time.

Why did you join 
the basketball team?
“I’ve been playing 
sports my whole 
life, so I decided to 
do it.”

Keelie George
Sophomore

Forward / Guard
What are you 
looking forward to 
the most?
“I’m looking forward 
to playing with my 
team.”

How did you 
prepare for this 
season? 
“Staying in shape and 
going hard at 
practice.” 

Favorite motto? 
“Ball is life, life is 
good. Therefore, ball 
is good.” 

What your main 
goal this year?
“To develop game 
and go hard.”

Leah Anderson
Junior
Guard

What are you 
looking forward to 
this most?
“Developing as a  
team and winning 
games.”

Why did you join 
the basketball team? 
“I’ve been playing 
my whole life. 
It is the one sport 
that I am natural 
at and that I 
enjoy.” 

How did you pre-
pare for this season? 
‘Working hard at 
practice and 
making sure I am 
prepared for each 
game.” 

Makayla Holthaus
Junior

Power Forward
Who are you biggest 
role models?
“My brothers; they 
always push me to 
do my best even
when I think I can’t 
do it.”

Favorite motto? 
“Push your limits.”

How did you pre-
pare for this season? 
‘Practice, practice, 
practice, and more 
practice.” 

What made you 
join the basketball 
team?
“My love and passion 
for the game made me 
join the team.”

Alex Perez
Senior
Guard

Favorite Motto?
“All out, all season.”

Biggest role model? 
“My dad because of 
his work ethic and his 
adventerous spirit.” 

What are you look-
ing forward to? 
‘The competion by 
far. The team has 
put in a lot of hours 
of practice, and we 
are so excited to 
compete at every 
level.” 

Biggest goal this 
season?
“Being successful and 
making it to play-
offs.”

Caroline Finster
Senior

Point Guard
What are you look-
ing forward to the 
most?
“Winning games we 
lost last year and 
going to playoffs.”

What is your main 
goal this season? 
“To be a leader out 
there on the court, 
and as a captatin, 
getting far into play-
offs.” 

Biggest role model? 
‘My biggest role 
models is my dad 
because he has 
taught me all I 
need to be a true 
basketball
 player.”

Bella Hamel
Junior

Shooting Guard

 December 2018
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Brandon Bean championship begins strong season
Liliana Herrera
Editor / Reporter

     The season 
kicked off with the 
annual Brandon 
Bean tournament, 
and after a week of 
serious games, the 
Nighthawks were 
victorious -- and this 
was no small feat. 
     Salpointe hosts 
the Brandon Bean 
tournament, and the 
girl’s varsity team 
beat Salpointe -- in 
overtime -- on their 
home field in their 
tournament to clinch 
the first place win.
     Coach Sean Wat-
kins, who has been 
coaching the girl’s 
varsity team for 12 
years, is proud of the 
efforts put forth by 
his team. 
   “For the rest of 
the season, I want to 
keep getting better 
and better each and 
every week and keep 
the desired results,”
said Watkins.
     Like his players, 
Watkins has his eye 
on State competition.
   “The road to 
State runs along the 
Ridge,” is a quote 
that inspires and 
motivates Watkins.

Men’s soccer team focused on playing tough, determined
Liliana Herrera
Editor / Reporter

     The Brandon 
Bean tournament, 
held the week after 
Thanksgiving break, 
was the first time the 
varsity boys took the 
field as this year’s 
team.   
     While competi-
tion was tough, the 
boys played well to-
gether and advanced 
through the week of 
tournament play.
     “We are doing re-
ally well, but I know 
that all we need is 
to find the net and 
score more goals,” 
said Erik Wolf, var-
sity coach.
     This is Wolf’s 
second year coach-
ing the varsity team. 
     Wolf is proud of 
the level of com-
mitment and hard 
word put forth by his 
players.
     “All the players 
have a good attitude 
among one another 
and are very com-
posed,” said Wolf. 
     Wolf said the 
scores are close, and 
he encourages peo-
ple to come out and 
watch the games.

Most proud of?
“I’m most proud of 
how hard all of my 
teammates work 
and the level of 
effort they give.”
Why did you join 
the team?
“I joined the team 
because I’ve been 
playing soccer my 
whole life and my 
best friends all play.”
Favorite memory?
“The Arizona Show-
case every year over 
Christmas break.”
Looking forward to 
the most?
“I’m looking forward 
to playing against 
Salpointe and making 
it to playoffs.”

Jonathon Pitts
Senior

Right Back
Thoughts on the 
season?
“We have a lot of 
potential making it to  
playoffs this year.”

How long have you 
been playing?  
“I have been 
playing for about 13 
years.” 

Competition most 
looking forward to? 
“I think playing 
Marana on senior 
night is going to be a 
pretty good game.” 

Most proud of?
“Probably just how 
many years I’ve put 
into this sport.”

Alex Fonseca
Senior

Mid Field
Toughest 
competition?
“Rincon and Tucson 
High.”
What are you most 
proud of? 
“Playing with my 
friends and working  
hard.” 
Favorite memory?
“Arizona Showcase 
over winter break.”
Why did you join 
the team?
“I’ve always loved 
soccer ever since I 
was a young kid.”
Thoughts on the 
season?
“We’re becoming a 
pretty difficult team to 
beat, so were looking 
pretty good.”

Griffin Sauer
Senior

Left Wing
Personal Goals?
“Improving personal 
skills, and how I play 
with the group.”

Most proud of?
“How I’ve improved 
myself.” 

Why did you join 
the team? 
“To have fun.” 

Looking forward to?
“State.”

Thoughts on season?
“We started off 
losing, but we have 
grown better as the 
season went on.”

*Pedro Ritt is an exchange 
student from Brazil this year.

Pedro Ritt
Junior

Defense
Best memory?
“Coach Wolf rapping 
California Love on 
the bus.”

Personal Goals? 
“To not lose in the 
first round.” 

Toughest 
Competition?
“Sunnyside because 
they are no. 1 in the 
state.”
 
How long have you 
been playing soccer?
“Ten years.”

Thoughts on the 
season? 
“Honestly, it’s better 
than I expected.”

Connor Wierman
Senior
Goalie

Thoughts on the 
season?
“The team has 
gotten more 
successful than it was 
before, and we’ve 
also just 
grown closer 
together.”
How long have you 
been playing?
“This is my four-
teenth year playing 
soccer.” 
Most proud of?
“Our team making it 
to the playoffs 
last year.” 
Favorite memory?
“Winning the PK 
shootout to get to the 
next round of 
playoffs.”

Michael Robillard
Senior

Center Back

Why did you join 
the team?
“I play soccer all year 
round, so I decided 
to join the Ironwood 
team.”

Favorite memory? 
“Definitely beating 
Salpointe.”

Thoughts on the 
season?
“We try to make 
every game 
interesting, but we 
have gone a long 
way in such little 
time, and I am very 
proud of it.”

Personal goals?
“Winning State.”

How long have you 
been playing?
“I have been playing 
soccer for six years.”

Favorite memory?
“The best memory 
I have playing is 
when I scored in 
overtime and got 
the last point in the 
game.”

Toughest 
competition?
“I have to say 
Salpointe or CatFoot 
are going to be the 
hardest teams to beat 
this season.”

Personal goals?
“To win State.”

Toughest 
Competition?
“Salpointe.”

Personal goals?
“To win State and 
play soccer in 
college.”

Most proud of?
“The team has been 
able to come together 
in such a short time, 
and we are doing 
really well for just 
barely starting.”

Competition most 
looking forward to? 
“I am really looking 
forward to going to 
and winning State this 
season.”

Thoughts on the 
season?
“We started out 
rough, but we are 
advancing the longer 
we go.”

Why did you join 
the team?
“I have old teammates 
that joined, and I 
wanted to be with 
them so I chose to 
join.”

Personal goals?
“Playing my best at 
Pima because that’s 
where I am going.”

Favorite Memory?
“Making varsity as a 
freshman.”

Personal goals?
“I hope to do well and 
win finals as well as 
State.”

Most proud of? 
“I am most proud of  
our bonding and how 
hard we have been 
working this season.”

Favorite memory?
“The best memories 
are the free dinners 
and the fun and 
amazing bus rides.”

Thoughts on the 
season? 
“I feel like we are 
doing really well, 
and we have been 
working really hard.”

Thoughts on the 
season?
“We have come a 
long way, and we still 
have a long way to 
go.”

Most proud of?
“I am most proud 
of how far we have 
gotten this season and 
how great we are 
doing so far.”

Personal goals?
“I want to help 
myself and my team 
succeed and try to go 
to State.” 

Favorite memory?
“All of the bus rides 
after the games.”

Bella Santavicca
Senior

Mid Field/Forward

Gracie Reinholz
Senior

Defense

Clare Merrigan
Senior

Holding Mid

Nikki Suckell
Senior

Outside Back

Julia Mohan
Sophomore

Forward

Lux Butler
Junior

Outside Defense
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Road to State starts with strong opening season
Aubrey Pettitt
Editor / Reporter

     The wrestling 
team has started 
their season strong.
    Varsity Coach  
Joseph Kline, who 
has coached var-
sity for three years,  
said, “We are get-
ting better every 
week and are on a 
mission to make a 
run for a team state 
title. 
     “We also have a 
great chance of nu-
merous individuals 
medaling as well 
as a great shot at a 
handful of individu-
al state champs this 
February,” contin-
ued Kline.
     As of press date, 
the team has 18 
wins and one loss. 
     The team, 
comprised of 25 
athletes, is ready for 
a very competitive 
season.
     “We have a great 
group of guys that 
work really hard, 
so I know we’re 
just going to keep 
getting better and 
tougher throughout 
the season,” said 
Kline.     

Best memory?
“My best memory 
would be with my 
team last year at State 
when a couple of us  
placed.”
Looking forward to? 
“Just winning State 
this year.” 
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“Our season is look-
ing really good; we’re 
going to surprise 
some people this 
year.” 
Most proud of? 
“I’m most proud of 
winning State with 
my team freshman 
year.” 
Toughest competi-
tion? “Sunnyside.”

Payton Billings
Senior

152lb Weight Class
Why did you join 
the team?
“I joined the team to 
further my knowledge 
and love for the sport 
and to aid the team 
in possibly becoming 
State championships.”
Personal Goals? 
“To make myself 
known both across the 
school and across the 
state.” 
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“The team just contin-
ues to grow in skill, 
and this year, we are 
coming for all other 
competition.”  
Best memory? 
“Traveling the state 
for tournaments.”

Avery Parker
Junior

160lb Weight Class
Personal goals?
“To be State 
champions.”
Best memory? 
“My best memory 
was probably last  
year at State -- hav-
ing fun in the hotel 
rooms.” 
Thoughts on the 
season? 
“I think that this 
season is going to be 
a pretty good one for 
me and my team.” 
Toughest 
competition? 
“Probably 
Sunnyside.”
Most proud of? 
“I’m most proud of 
the hard work I put in 
and how it pays off .”

Chance Sasser
Senior

182lb Weight Class
Most proud of?
“I am most proud 
of how much I have 
improved from last 
season to this 
season.”
Why did you join 
the team? 
“I joined the team 
because wrestling is 
the best sport in the 
world.”
Best memory? 
“My best memory is 
going to Texas  
Roadhouse after the 
State tournament last 
year.” 
Toughest 
Competition? 
“It probably will be 
any at the State 
tournament.”

Jacob Brown
Senior

145lb Weight Class
What are you most 
proud of?
“I am most proud of 
my 3rd place fi nish 
at the Terminator 
Tournament last year. 
I lost my fi rst match 
and wrestled back 
through the entire  
losers bracket. I 
learned a lot about my 
limits and what I was 
able to push through 
to achieve success.”
Looking forward to? 
“I am looking forward 
to the State tourna-
ment at the end of the 
year where I hope to 
prove my skills.” 
Toughest 
Competition? 
“Sunnyside.” 

Tyler Rokop
Junior

132lb Weight Class
Personal goals?
“I want to be a world 
champion and provide 
for my family.”
Why did you join 
the team? 
“I’ve been wrestling 
for a very long time, 
and I love the sport.” 
Thoughts on the 
season so far? 
“The season is going 
great, but we just 
need to work hard 
in order to be State 
champions.” 
Best memory? 
“Hanging out with my 
teammates in the ho-
tel rooms and rides.”
Most proud of?
“The man I’ve  
become.”

Jose Beltran
Junior

170lb Weight Class
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YOUNG ADULT AND YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS 

Where do you and your friends work out? As a charitable organization, 
the Y is here to help you reach your fullest potential. Come get them 
gains while strengthening the community. Stop by today to get your 
FREE WEEK PASS.  

VOLLEYBALL AND BASKETBALL 
Prepare for tryouts with our clinics and sports 
seasons beginning January 26th.   
Registration ends January 6th. 
                        

Y TEEN L.I.F.E. 
 connect with peers and adults who care 

about your success 
 participate in skill-building workshops and 

seminars, including guest speakers and 
field trips 

 experience college and career day and visits 
to colleges for campus tours  

Join today and 
pay $0 joining 

fee through 
January! 

Need experience to 
get your first job? 
Volunteer at the Y! 

OPPORTUNITIES  
      TO THRIVE 


	Cover
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

